
BOOK REVIEWS

BRITISH BATTLEFIELDS: Part  I, The  South, 1972; Part  2, Tfie  North, 1972;
Part  3, The  Midlands, 1973, by Philip Warner. Osprey, £1.95  each.

This is  a  series of  guides  to battle  sites  in England. The routes of the
conflicting armies  are traced, and there are some useful commonsense  remarks
on the practical conduct of the marches to the battlefield, and the logistics
involved, as well as on the possible reasons for the choice of the sites. The
author’s  knowledge of history is unreliable however, and his  disposition  of the
forces sometimes rather odd.  A  useful idea in  these  books  is to  have  for each
battlefield the relevant sections from the 1 inch Ordnance Survey maps  with the
positions of the forces marked on them.  This  makes it easier to visualise
the topography than  the usual  sketch  map.  Another  useful feature is the
National  Grid  reference  given  for every site, battlefields can be very difficult
to find at  times.  Members should  note that, rather oddly, Bosworth  is included
in Part 1: The South.

GUIDE  TO THE  BATTLEFIELDS  OF  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND, by Lt.
Col. Howard Green. Constable, 1973.

Members will  find this  book  most useful as  a  handy guide to the  fifteenth
century battlefields, containing as it does  good  clear descriptions of the  present
day topography of the sites. When reading the descriptions of the battles
which  took  place there members will  have  to use  care  however since the  author
is  'not  entirely at home in  fifteenth  century history. All the major battles of
interest  to us are included, with  the odd  exception  of the  battle  of  Stoke, and
the  book  is illustrated.

BLOOD-RED  THE  ROSES:  the  Wars  of the  Roses, by Clifford Lindsey
Alderman. Bailey Brothers  and Swinfen, 1973, £1.90.

This  book, apparently written  by an American, is part of a series of  books
on English history by the same author, and  seems  in  some  ways to be intended
for children, although  nowhere  does  it say so. It covers the  period 1455-1485,
and is easy to read and fairly accurate, although  oversimplification  causes some
misleading statements. The author invents conversations, and  repeats  some
of the discredited old legends, such as that of the robbers and Queen Margaret
of  Anjou, whom  he  believes to be buried in Westminster Abbey (see page  133).
There are other errors. The book is traditional in its  judgements, the author
chooses  “  Bosworth Field ” by A. L. Rowse as the “  best  full  account  of the
Wars of the Roses.” Mr. Alderman is not very favourable to  Richard,  since
although  he does not accuse him of any of the traditional crimes, he manages
to  give  the impression  that  if Richard was not responsible for them he was
quite capable of carrying them  out.  It is  difficult  to see what market  this
book is aimed at, if not at children, it certainly does  not replace “ Lancastrians,
Yorkists and Henry VII  ”  by S. B. Chrimes as the  best short,  modern account
of the  civil  wars of the  fifteenth  century.
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